4	PROLOGUE	[middle east
from Damascus to Baghdad, to drive from Aleppo
to Meskineh and float for twelve days down the
Euphrates, or to drive or ride from Aleppo the whole
way to Baghdad along the bank of the Euphrates,
which would take from twelve to nineteen days.
I began to make such enquiries as I could in
London about these three routes^ and while I was
still uncertain which way to go, I was suddenly
given the chance of going out with my cousin,
Hilton Young, and George Trevelyan to the Balkans,
We were in Macedonia for just three weeks, from
the 2nd to the sjjrd June, during which I was
chiefly occupied with military matters, as we were
the guests of the Servian Army and I was anxious to
get an account of their operations against the Turks
the year before. We went first by rail to Uskub,
which had fallen into the hands of the Servians as a
result of their great victory at Kumanovo in the
previous October, and then made a tour to Prizren,
Jakova, Ipek, and Mitrovitsa, returning to Uskub
for another two days. At Jakova I had a chance of
talking Arabic to an Arnaut who had served us a
trooper in the Turkish Army in the Yemen, and had
subsequently taken part as an Albanian irregular in
the first resistance offered by the Turks to the
Servian invasion of Macedonia. Apart from this
chance encounter, my Arabic was of no use to me,
but I learnt a good deal about the relations between
the Turks and their subject races in Europe* From
Uskub we went to Monastir and Salonika and
returned by way of Constantinople, where we
stopped for three or four days and I was able to
get first-hand information about my projected
journey.
It appeared that no one could cross the desert bj

